BLS (Bachelor oaf Liberal Studies) Committee
Minutes

April 13th, 2026

Committee members present: Robert Wells (chair), Prashant Chandrasekar, Leo Lee, Sarah Smith (secretary)

Ex officio: Ana Chichester

[bookmark: _GoBack]Student representative: Daniela Schweyer

Absent members: Kristen Fairbanks, Evan Fletcher, Bridgette Dennett

Meeting was called to order 11:33 am

Admissions update:

Christy Pack sent the committee an update on BLS admissions for March. Currently there are 119 total students enrolled. 18 students enrolled in spring 2026, which was above the goal. From the student population, 39 are majoring in leadership and management and 24 have a special major. 

The Fall 2026 admissions are encouraging. The number of applications is lower, but yield is higher. Some of this could be because the SPED track funding is completed.The goal is 30 new students. Currently there are 19 applicants with 12 admitted.

There are some new student backgrounds that have not been encountered before. As an example, there is a student who attended culinary school.

Old business:
The committee discussed the special major request for Jorge Espana for a major in Geography and Management. The committee voted and approved the special major. Robert will reach out to Brian Ogle to have the new major in banner. 

New business: 
· There is another BLS student working on a special major rationale with a creative technology focus. This will be discussed in the first meeting in the fall. 
· Came in with 90 credits. Need 30 credits
· Lots of music experience. Arts/music/digital studies
· Creative technology special major
· First meeting in fall will vote
· The BLS committee has several scholarships to award for the 2026-2027 season. The scholarship selection committee will be Ana, Sarah, and Prashant with Robert as a back-up if needed. 
· The BLS committee will need two one semester replacements for Fall 2026 for Leo and Prashant. They will both reach out to Don Lee about getting a one semester replacement
· The last order of new business was to elect the officers for next year. The committee voted to have Sarah Smith be the chair next year and Prashant Chandrasekar as secretary. In the fall, the committee will need to decide who will take responsibility of the secretary duties in the fall semester while Prashant is on leave.

Other announcements:
· 12 students were invited to join the BLS honor society, Alpha Sigma Lambda. To join they needed a GPA of 3.75 or higher. Eight have accepted. The majors are across campus, and two are the first graduates from the special education cohort. It will be on Thursday April 23rd at 5:30 in Combs 237. 

Meeting ended 12:23 pm


