BLS (Bachelor oaf Liberal Studies) Committee
Minutes

March 27th, 2026

Committee members present: Robert Wells (chair), Prashant Chandrasekar, Leo Lee

Ex officio: Ana Chichester

Student representative: none present


Absent members: Kristen Fairbanks, Daniella Schweyer, Evan Fletcher, Bridgette Dennett, Sarah Smith (secretary)

*Minutes prepared by Sarah Smith from Zoom recording

Meeting was called to order virtually 

Admissions update:
There was no admissions report for this meeting. Christy Pack will be sending an update to the committee. They have not given a report to Ana. Emily Quickel has taken over Kristen’s duties while Kristen is on leave. Robert will reach out to admissions and see if there is a report next week. 

Special major discussion:
The committee discussed a special major request by a student. This student was planning on a May 2026 graduation, but was 20 credits short. The student has moved and is no longer able to attend classes in person and is unable to finish the major as originally intended, so is proposing a special major. The proposal includes the courses he completed previously in geography, and adding online courses in leadership, professional communication, statistics, and a capstone course. The capstone course would be a 491 or 499 that he would work with Melina Patterson to complete.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The committee discussed to make sure all courses will be offered online in the next year for the student. The committee commented on that it is a large major of 41 credits with geography and management studies. The committee also discussed that this new major aligned with his goals of pursuing a post-baccalaureate certificate in construction management. Ana had already sent the student the feedback from his proposal and he is working on edits. The committee suggested the student could call the special major Geography and Management.
 
The committee did not vote and will after the student resubmits with edits to the rationale and the title. 

Questions:
A question was raised by a committee member if Ana could explain the general education requirements for BLS students. In previous years, a course would say it was approved for the BLS gen ed 2020. Since the general education requirements were updated, now everything that is approved for methods is the same for BLS and BA/BS. There are still some BLS students who are on the old general education requirements so some of the old language/designations is posted.

Currently, the BLS general education requirements are four writing intensive courses, two speaking intensive, one arts and literature, one humanities, one social science, one quantitative reasoning, and one natural science with lab. They also have to take three addition courses from two different methods of investigation listed above. They also have to take one digital intensive and one diverse and global perspective. 

Other announcements:
· 12 students were invited to join the BLS honor society, Alpha Sigma Lambda. To join they needed a GPA of 3.75 or higher. Two have accepted. The majors are across campus, and two are the first graduates from the special education cohort. It will be on Thursday April 23rd at 5:15 in Combs 237. 

· Ana announced she will be retiring on September 1st. She has been with the university for 35 years! 

The April meeting will be rescheduled for a different date the week of the 13th. There will be a new special major form for a new student. We will also need to decide on new officers for the 26-27 academic year. Leo will also be on sabbatical in the fall so will need a 1 semester replacement. Prashant is also on parental leave in the fall. 
