
General Education Committee Minutes 
January 12, 2026, 4:00 p.m. 

COMBS 348 and Zoom 
 
Present: Paul Fallon (chair), Suzie Kim (secretary), Leanna Giancarlo, Alan Griffin, Angela 
Pitts, Melissa Yakabouski (Ex Officio), Debra Schleef (Ex Officio), Brian Ogle (EX Officio) 
 
1. The meeting was called to order at 4:03 pm.  
 
2. Courses 

2.1 All MDFL 201: DGP 
 

The Gen Ed Committee members approved unanimously. 
 

2.2 GERM 313 German for Professional Purposes: AMW 
 

The Gen Ed Committee members approved unanimously. 
  

2.3 BIOL 105 Explorations in Biology: AMW 
 

The Gen Ed Committee members approved unanimously. 
 
2.4 BIOL 399 Biology Careers after Mary Washington: AMW 
 

The Gen Ed Committee members approved unanimously. 
 

3. Requests for Re-evaluation 
1.1. ENV121 Foundations of Environmental Science: NSL 

 
The Gen Ed Committee members approved unanimously. 
 

1.2. AR1FOR Forensic Anthropology and the Archaeology of Death: DGP  
 

The Gen Ed Committee members approved unanimously. 
 
1.3. COR123AF Environmental Burdens – Respectful and Inclusive Community: NSL 
 

The Gen Ed Committee members approved unanimously. 
 
1.4. MAT225: Calculus I: Single-Variable Calculus: QR 
 
 The Gen Ed Committee unanimously denied the QR request. The rationale does not 

clearly demonstrate that the student has a sufficient understanding of the stated content. 
The student’s responses to Questions 1 and 4 were satisfactory. However, the responses 
to Questions 2 and 3 require further clarification. For example, in response to Question 
2, the student needs to explain how the methods are applied using quantitative 



information, rather than merely listing relevant methodologies. The committee asks the 
student to revise and resubmit the rationale form by providing more specific and direct 
responses. 

 
1.5. ENV121 (title not provided): NSL  
 
 The Gen Ed Committee unanimously denied the NSL request. The committee   

 requests that the student revise and resubmit the rationale form by providing an   
 analysis of results rather than a hypothesis in Question 3, reviewing and    
 appropriately applying relevant definitions (for example, plot/quadrat     
 sampling techniques), and submitting the full course syllabus in addition to the lab   
 syllabus. 

 
1.6. GEO210: People and the Land: Intro to Cultural Geography: DGP 
 

The Gen Ed Committee members approved unanimously. 
 
4. Old Business 
 
The committee reviewed a sample DGP re-evaluation request form prepared by Paul and 
approved its use as an example of an acceptable response for a DGP designation. The committee 
also agreed that it would be beneficial to provide examples for three to four General Education 
designations, though not all, such as NSL. 
 
5. New Business  
 
Paul shared a draft motion proposing that syllabi uploaded to CIM include proposed student 
learning outcomes (SLOs). Debra noted that this requirement would ensure that faculty have 
carefully considered the SLOs when submitting sample syllabi, and Angela emphasized that 
establishing a formal policy would clarify this expectation for faculty.  
 
Angela also suggested adding a tag or note within CIM at the point of syllabus upload indicating 
that SLOs must be included for the designation being requested. The committee approved the 
emended motion, contained below:  
 
Motion by the General Education Committee 
The General Education Committee moves to require that proposals seeking general education 
designations contain in the proposal and sample syllabus all proposed General Education 
Learning Outcomes at the time of submission to Curriculum Inventory Management (CIM). 
 
Rationale:  

1. The Faculty Handbook §5.4.6 states that a course syllabus must contain “..(c) course 
goals and objectives; (d) student learning outcomes, including when applicable 
general education learning outcomes...” 

2. Requiring faculty to include the general education learning outcomes at the beginning 
of the CIM evaluation process will help ensure that faculty have carefully thought 



through how their syllabi have been designed to meet the specific learning outcomes. 
This will help the General Education Committee to more thoroughly evaluate a 
proposed designation through explicit linkage of general education requirements to 
the learning outcomes and specifics of the proposed course. 

3. The Committee has often requested in the past that faculty revise the proposed 
syllabus with inclusion of the relevant SLOs as a condition of acceptance. This 
motion formalizes current practice of the past several years and reduces the need for 
subsequent correspondence with the proposer. 

4. Requiring faculty to include general education learning outcomes in their syllabi at 
the beginning of the CIM approval process helps ensure that approved proposals will 
be in compliance with the requirement in Faculty Handbook §5.4.6(d), cited above in 
(1). 

 
Paul will incorporate the committee’s feedback and revise the motion (emended as above), and 
Brian will contact Kevin Caffrey to explore the option of adding a note in CIM. 
 
The committee also suggested that Brian Ogle explore the possibility of automatically approving 
NSL courses from other institutions that list lecture and lab components separately. Brian will 
investigate this option and provide an update. 
 
6. Next Meeting: Wed. February 11, 2026 at 4 pm, in Combs 348  
 
7. The meeting was adjourned at 5:02 pm.  
 
 
[Minutes approved electronically by the Committee on January 13, 2026] 
 


