FSEM Committee
November 5, 2025
HCC 310 3:00-5:00 p.m.

In attendance: Gary Richards (Professor, Chair), Virginia Mackintosh (Secretary), Ginny Morriss, Lauren Cirino, Evan Coleman, April Wynn (Director of the First-Year Experience, Ex Officio), Lilly Lester (Non-voting Guest Member) 

Old Business
I. UFC Approval of Committee Reconfiguration
	We voted to approve the language defining the committee, including a committee reconfiguration.  The new language is as follows:

2.7.4 First- Year Experience Committee The committee consists of five appointed faculty members and the following non-voting ex officio members: Director of the First-Year Experience, Assistant Director of New Student Programs, and Librarian. 
 
The committee’s duties are to: 
.1 Study and recommend to the University Faculty Council procedures and criteria for 
approval, deletion, and alteration of course offerings in the First-Year Experience; 
.2 Make information available regarding the procedure, requirements, and deadlines for proposing courses for the First Year-Seminar designation;  
.3 Review and approve or reject proposals from the various departments for sections  
to be designated as First-Year Seminars; 
.4 Advise on matters that affect the First-Year Experience; and 
.5 Perform other duties consistent with its charge as assigned by the University Faculty Council

II. Updates on First-Year Experience
April reported on the ongoing discussions of the First-Year Experience in light of the Provost’s recent review, especially regarding AI. No immediate action is necessary.  We will be taking guidance as the strategic planning process continues.

III. FSEM Templates
We again defered this non-pressing matter: Julia Delancey has reached out about developing an FSEM template that would focus on an artistic expression and a geographic location. The committee has not discussed templates before and needs to consider this element, especially within the revisions of the First-Year Experience. 

New Business
I. FSEM Proposals
We considered nine proposals.  Two need revisions before they can be approved.  The following seven proposals were approved:
1.Bonnets and Bayonets: Gender in Civil War Appalachia (Maegan Beale)
     	2.Thriving in College (adding Shanita Mitchell to existing FSEM)
    	3.Dimensions of Leadership (adding Shanita Mitchell to existing FSEM)
     	4.Power, the US, and the World (Jason Davidson)
     	5.Taylor’s Version: The Artistry, Impact, and Criticism of Taylor Swift (Rachel 
Bowman) 
6.Art and Place: Florence (Julia Delancey)
     	7.The Dark Side Has Cookies: The Complex World of Villains (Shanita Mitchell)

	 
II. Additional Proposals
The committee will be reviewing two more proposals via email by November 17: 
1. Dimensions of Leadership (add instructor)
2. Global Dilemmas: The Politics of Accountability
We set a deadline of November 24th for any additional proposals with a revisions deadline of December 17.

III. Fall 2025 Meetings
Our final meeting is December 3 at 3 p.m. in HCC 310. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:01


