
UMW General Education Committee Minutes​
March 24, 2025 

Present: Ian Finlayson (secretary), Alan Griffith, Suzie Kim, Brian Ogle, Angela Pitts (chair), 
Debra Schleef. 

Present for CE discussion: Sarah Dewees, Elizabeth Johnson-Young. 

1.​  The meeting was called to order at 4:02. 
2.​ We received an updated motion from Sarah and Elizabeth proposing changes to 

the Community Engagement designation, which falls under the Beyond the 
Classroom requirement.  It provides a little more context regarding how the 
communication between community partners, faculty and students can take place.  
This motion has passed.  Angela will send it on to the UFC. 

3.​ The minutes from the previous meeting are approved. 
4.​ We will add an additional meeting on April 14 at 4:00 PM.  This is to consider any 

student general education proposals that have accumulated by that point. 
5.​ We considered four proposals from students for general education equivalencies.  

The decisions made will be communicated to the students in question, but are not 
noted here. 

6.​ WI, SI, and DI learning outcome discussion. 
a.​ We heard back from the SI and DI chairs who informed us that, while they 

had conversations about their current outcomes, they are not suggesting 
any changes to them at this point. 

b.​ We have not yet heard from the WI committee. 
7.​ Discussion of survey results for mid-stream general education program feedback. 

a.​ The survey yielded a wide variety of responses, some of which are 
contradictory. 

b.​ One comment suggested eliminating the general education program.  We 
do however need to have a gen ed program for our accreditation. 

c.​ One category of note is the second¸ non-laboratory, science class.  One 
comment pointed out that many of these courses have not been taught for 
some time.  If there are courses listed as gen ed classes that aren’t being 
offered, we should consider removing them.  Debra says that it is about time 
for her to look through the class list and see when they were last offered. 

d.​ Some responses pointed out that we need more After Mary Washington 
classes.  We especially don’t have many that are at the lower-level.  Debra 
says an ideal situation would be first-year students taking the IDIS career 



exploration courses, and then doing one in their major later on.  The IDIS 
classes are geared more towards students earlier in their career here. 

e.​ Many comments mentioned the use of AI.  The University has a policy that is 
very broad.  Maybe departments should have in-depth conversations on AI, 
if they have not already.  We also have a working group on AI.  Departments 
could look into the professional organization for their disciplines and see 
what they have to say about it. 

f.​ We can continue talking about this without integrating it into the general 
education program at this point.  If we did, we could model it after the 
CI/BTC model where students could elect to take a class in AI which fulfills 
the DI requirement. 

g.​ A certificate program in AI ethics would be interesting to consider as well.  
We perhaps don’t have the resources to offer something like that at this 
point though. 

h.​ We want to return to the question of marketing our general education 
program at some point, as that is a separate point from the gen. ed. itself. 

8.​ The meeting adjourned at 4:52 PM. 


