

Student Affairs and Campus Life (SACL) Advisory Subcommittee Meeting Minutes

Meeting Time: Sept. 11, 2024, at 4 p.m. 
· Location: CRUC Capitol Room
 
Attendees: 
· Ashe Laughlin, Assistant Professor of Painting and Drawing, Chair of Committee
· Melissa Jones, Dean of Students/Associate VP of Student Affairs (ex-officio Committee Member) 
· Juliette Landphair, Ph.D. Vice President for Student Affairs (ex-officio Committee Member)
· Randall Reif, Associate Professor of Chemistry and Physics, Committee Member
· Sushma Subramanian, Associate Professor, Communications & Digital Studies, Secretary of Committee
· Antonia Delgado-Poust, Associate Professor, Modern Languages and Literatures, Committee Member
· Sarah Morealli, Senior Lecturer, Earth and Environmental Sciences, Committee Member
· Rachel Nolan, Studio Art, Student Committee Representative
· Maya Schram, Conservation Biology, Student Committee Representative

1. Charge of the committee 

A. Work in an advisory fashion with the Vice President for Student Affairs and the Associate Vice President and Dean of Student Life on non-academic student priorities, including but not limited to, helping identify timely issues that may put our students in high-risk situations, promoting a positive community ethos across all UMW campuses, publicizing and supporting student-service opportunities, and otherwise helping develop those aspects of campus life, including new buildings, that could enhance student’s educational experiences.
B. Communicate student-affairs and campus-life decisions to the faculty via the University Faculty Council and the governing bodies of the colleges, and faculty concerns and ideas back to the Vice President for Student Affairs and the Associate Vice President and Dean of Student Life.

2. Guest speaker #1 – NextGen America Fredericksburg Field Organizer Corbin Poyer
     
Next Gen America is a nonpartisan nonprofit organization that aims to get as many students registered to vote as possible and familiarizes them with the voting process on election day. The group does tabling on civic holidays and makes class visits. They also provide information on how to vote early during spring break if students are registered at home.

Guest Recommendations:

· Professors can reach out to schedule class visits
· The group said it would follow up on how many students are registered to vote in Fredericksburg, versus at their home address
· Reminder that early voting starts Sept. 20, and students might be able to vote over fall break
· Reminder from UMW Votes that UMW will have a trolley on Election Day to take students to the local precinct.

3. Guest speaker #2 – faculty liaison for Day on Democracy and associate professor of psychological science W. David Stahlman

The first year of Day on Democracy was 2020. A group of students brought to UFC the idea of promoting voting by giving students the day off and hosting other activities, and it passed with some dissent. Lab classes and classes that are held just once a week can still meet. That same year, voting spiked on campus. Our voting rate was second amongst universities in the state. 

But after that initial year, there were questions about longevity. Stahlman created an FSEM called Working on Democracy, which is taught every other year, to keep the efforts ongoing. Through the FSEM, there’s funding for some events and swag. Our voting rates continue to be impressive! In 2022, we had the highest voter turnout among four-year institutions in Virginia. 

Guest Recommendations: 

· Put Day on Democracy in your syllabus and tell students to vote 
· If you have a lab class or class that meets once a week on Election Day, consider participating as well. The messaging for this initiative is stronger if It’s a blanket rule that everyone has the day off. Though we were the first campus to do this, others have gone further than us by giving everyone the day off. (Some studies show that despite early voting, many students still prefer to vote day-of.)  
· We should promote the fact that our voting rates are so high.

4. Proposed Changes to Committee Structure – Approved by unanimous consent. 

Due to the broad scope of our committee and the need for diverse perspectives, it was agreed that faculty representation should remain at five members. This ensures wider representation and enhances access to service as well.

For student representation, the group will continue to have two undergraduate members, given the limited number of graduate students at UMW. However, we would welcome an additional graduate student if there is interest, resulting in two undergraduates and one graduate representative.

5. Approval of April Minutes – Approved by unanimous consent
